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As a member of this shelter, has anyone ever asked you what makes Door County Humane Society special?  This 

quarter, the Door County Humane Society is being featured in the WI Federated Humane Society newsletter.  I 

asked one of our staff members, Marisa Kasriel, to help me express what makes us different.  I am proud to share 

with you her story of what makes us shine: 

 

 Not everyone is lucky enough to have thumbs.  Take any dog or cat in your shelter, give them a pencil and ask 

them to write you a little something, and see how long it takes for the thumb issue to arise.  This is why the humans are 

always the ones stuck doing all the paperwork at the shelter while the animals just hang around looking cute and getting 

adopted!  When was the last time someone with thumbs got adopted from your shelter?  The rates are disproportionately 

low!  Yet we think itôs better this way.  Our dedicated humans (and their thumbs) come in incredibly helpful for cleaning, 

grooming, administering medications, and, most importantly, giving pats!  Not to mention how vital thumbs are in    

keeping a non-profit organization afloatðtry doing that without an opposable digit!  Thumbs can help just about        

anyoneéor anything.  Ask Illinois about its thumb, and youôll probably get a long-winded, slightly shifty, roundabout 

answer that talks a lot about open-road tolling, yet has little mention of anything thumb-related.  But as we all know, 

when you ask Wisconsin about its thumb, it lights up with a smile as it describes the wonderland that is Door County.  

Our ñthumbò houses an abundance of natural beauty, a wealth of cultural offerings, a population of 28,000 fantastic   

residents, oodles of quaint, small town charm, and a very special Humane Society.  This is why, every year,                

approximately two million people make their way to Door County to experience a part of Wisconsin as special as the 

thumb itself.   

From the rural family farmhouses found in the southern and central parts of the County, to the waterfront    

summer homes that line the shores of the peninsula and Washington Island, Door County thrives on its dynamic and   

ever-changing population. Because Door County is such a unique place, itôs no surprise that it is home to an equally 

unique Humane Society.  Since 1999, the Door County Humane Society has risen to the challenge of serving the needs of 

our diverse community and its growing animal population.  With a Friday night fish boil on practically every corner all 

summer long, itôs not surprising that our cat population is exploding.  It has been suggested that Door County might be as 

popular a vacation destination for Midwestern cats as it is for their human counterparts.  Not wanting to miss out on any 

of the action, as is their nature, the dogs follow closely behind.  So, much like the owners of our Bed & Breakfasts,    

summer cottages, and resorts, the Door County Humane Society works tirelessly to make sure everyone has a soft, warm 

bed to sleep in, some quality entertainment to keep them busy, and plenty to eat and drink during their stay.  Although we 

love seeing vacationers coming back year after year, our goal at DCHS is to send our cats and dogs to happy, permanent 

homes.  Our thorough adoption process helps us place our animals with forever families based on matching the needs of 

our adopters with the unique needs and personalities of our dogs and cats.  As our animals wait for that perfect family to 

walk through our doors, DCHS does everything we can to make sure they feel comfortable, safe, and loved.  Once an 

animal has passed a health and temperament assessment, given shortly after their arrival, they can rest assured that we 

will provide for them for as long as it takes for them to find a home.  Each dog or cat is blood tested (Heartworm, when    

necessary, Feline Leukemia and FIV,) spayed/neutered and fully vaccinated, including rabies, prior to becoming available 

for adoption.  We care for and find homes for over 600 dogs and cats each year, including reuniting over 100 animals 

with their lost owners in 2008 alone.  We operate with a staff of only 12 and a volunteer group of hundreds.  DCHS is 

accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to welcome lost and homeless pets into our doors.       

While this commitment is greatly appreciated by both the animals, the staff and our Door County community, 

at times it can be strenuous on our resources.  With less than 5% of our funding coming from public sources, we are  

constantly amazed by the outpouring of community support that enables us to carry out our valuable mission.  Door 

Countyôs residents span the entire range of the economic spectrum, and although their tax brackets are very different, 

their shared spirit of giving is universally strong.  Our army of volunteers and sponsors are comprised of business owners, 

farmers, philanthropists, retirees, seasonal residents, community organizations, school groups, CEOs, the unemployed, 

and everyone in between.  Whether volunteering their time to clean litter boxes or walk dogs, coming in to spend some 

special one-on-one time with the animals, or showing their support through donations of money, services, or supplies, the 

Door County community gives what they can.  Members of our farming community partake in our ñBarn Cat Programò 

wherein otherwise unadoptable feral cats are spayed or neutered, vaccinated, and then given the chance to live on one of 

our participantôs DCHS-approved farms.  Several local Veterinarians donate their time and services by way of reduced 

rate spaying and neutering, and various other valuable medical services.  Local businesses contribute on a variety of  

levels, whether itôs putting out a collection bin for donations of money or supplies, offering DCHS a discount on their 

products and services, donating their wares for auction at one of our events, or even hosting a DCHS event.  The success 

of our shelter is the result of the individual contributions of our very special community. 

Wisconsin is a great state, and Wisconsinites are a special people.  Weôre known nationwide for our ability to 

rally around the things we love, and do everything we can to show our support.  So go ahead Wisconsin, and reach that 

hand around to give yourself a pat on the back, all the while knowing how proud the Door County Humane Society is to 

be representing your wondrous thumb.  

 

We are happy to be a Humane Society that is serving you so well.  Thank you to Marisa and her wonderful writing 

talents!  We hope you enjoy this issue of Door Animals Quarterly and Happy Spring.     
                     Carrie Counihan    

SPRING 2009 

Brother , adopted 

March 2009, on his 

first night home! 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

Zoe and Coco adopted January 14th, 2009 

Buddy, adopted Winter of 2008 

Claudia, adopted February 14th, 2009 

Louie, adopted  January, 2009,    

celebrating Super Bowl Sunday 

                 Happy Homes for cold winter months!! 
DCHS alumni, keep sending us your photos, we love to see them 

Shiloh, adopted March 2008 

Brother and his brother! 

King Zeus, adopted January 2009 

Lefty and Charlie, adopted in 

July and December, best friends 

for life!  

Spencer, adopted Fall, 2008 

Ernie celebrates Christmas, 2008 



The Door County Humane Society said a heartfelt goodbye to a very special friend at the end of 2008.  

Brady Paterson, beloved dog of Jim and Diane Paterson, passed away in December of 2008.  Brady had 

used his charms to raise thousands of dollars for our shelter.  We will never forget Brady.                   

Our thoughts continue to be with the Patersons and all of those whose lives he touched.                                              

We memorialize Brady with a special tribute in our Humane Society entryway.   

The staff of the Door County Humane 

Society would like to wish A VERY 

Happy 3rd Birthday to our good 

friend,  

Harley the Camel!  

                                          Looking for a simple way to help the animals in our care at the             

                         Door County Humane Society?  Here are a few easy ways to help us during these                                     

                                                                             difficult economic times: 

 

               *Bring us your recyclable aluminum cans.  Each time we fill our outdoor bin, it is $300 in our pockets. 

        *Make us your charity of choice at Pick N Save and mail us your Econofoods receipts.  Piggly Wiggly receipts  

may  be placed directly in our bin as you exit the store. 

*Purchase our wish list items as you are shopping at either Econofoods, Pick N Save or Main Street Market.  Bins are 

available as you exit.  Items include: Purina cat chow (complete formula, blue bag,) Purina kitten chow (yellow 

bag,) Bleach, and any brand scoopable cat litter.  Items may also be dropped off at the shelter at any time. 

    *Use Good Search  This online search engine donates to your charity of choice any time you use it.   

                                                           Visit www.goodsearch.com for more information. 

 

Thank you for all you do to help us help the animals! 

A special thank you to the following     

businesses that support our mission 

throughout the year.   
To find out how to become a business supporter and have your company 

highlighted in our newsletter and on our website, please contact the staff at 

920-746-1111. 



Pet Food Donations to our Non-Profit 

Friends 

 You know that our shelter    

standardizes on Kitten/Cat/Puppy/Dog 

Chow by Purina. When well-meaning 

donors bring cat or dog food that we  

cannot use, we want to assure you that it 

does not go to waste.  All through 2008 

and already once this year, the            

volunteers from Keshena Dog Rescue 

come to pick up non-Purina Chow dog 

food.  Likewise, we have taken several 

loads of dry & canned cat food to Feed 

My People in Sturgeon Bay.  The work of 

both these organizations is essential, and 

we are happy to help in even a small way. 

Adoption Specialists Out There? 

 Volunteer Job description:  Four 

hours once a month on a Saturday or    

Sunday afternoon.  Heated/air conditioned 

office with supporting staff.  Greet visitors 

to the Humane Society. Answer phones.  

Prepare information packets.  

And enjoy the opportunity to help 

match a homeless animal with a family 

wanting same.  Wardrobe provided.  

Smiles guaranteed! 

 

Do you have a weekend afternoon to    

donate time to the shelter?  Your help is 

earnestly sought on two of our busiest 

days.   

Just one 4-hour shift once a month would 

mean so much.   

Please call Nancy Fisher at 746.1111 x5, or 

email volunteer@dooranimals.com.   

Itôs a lot of fun! 

 
                                                   ñLitteròally Speaking 
                  Our cat litter bill is a hefty one each month so                                             

           that commodity has zoomed to the top of our ñmost wantedò supply        

           list.  Scoopable litter is sought ï it can be any brand, any container,        

     something on sale ï whatever will enable the staff and cat care volunteers to   

                       provide clean boxes for every one of our 130 cats.  

 

  Interested in helping more?  We are also looking for ñLitter Sponsors.ò  We                     

  need 12 generous individuals to donate $650 each to cover our cost of a pallet      

       of litter.  This will cover us for all of 2009, helping us cut our budget                         

                           significantly.  Contact the shelter for more information.   

 

DCHS staff help care for a special friend who met 

a very special skunk on her way to the shelter! 

mailto:volunteer@dooranimals.com


  

If you see some very special friends of the Door County  

Humane Society at local grocery stores around Door 

County, stop and listen to what they are asking...as a way to 

help our shelter cut costs, we are now holding ñShopping 

Daysò monthly around our community.  Volunteers will be 

passing out DCHS shopping lists asking you to please help 

our animals by purchasing a item or two while you are 

shopping.      

 

 

Thank you to our local grocery stores for allowing us to 

continue this very successful program including            

Econofoods in Sturgeon Bay and Piggly Wiggly of Sister 

Bay.  If you or your school or church group are interested 

in holding a shopping day for our shelter, please contact 

Nancy Fisher at 920-746-1111 ext 5.   

Thank you to all of our volunteers that have                          

participated so far! 

 

Our newest addition to the DCHS family, Doorie the dog, 

has been making friends all around Door County!  Our  

educational outreach programs have touched childrensô 

lives at Gibraltar School, St. John Bosco, and                           

Sunset Elementary so far this year.  

Interested in a visit?  Contact Carrie at 920-746-1111 ext 

4.  Our programs teach children about the Humane    

Society, proper animal care and safety around animals.   

And we have a wonderful time while doing it! 


